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genus near Liparis. The Embiotocida;, or surf fishes, consist of 
two species in Japan, Ditrema temminckii and Neoditrema ransomieti. 
The Pediculati, or angler fishes, of Japan consist of eleven species, 
the following being new : Antennarius nox, A. scriptissimus, A. sangui- 
fluus, Malthopsis tiarella. The last two papers are by Dr. Jordan, 
assisted by a Japanese student of fishes, Michitaro Sindo. 

Mr. William H. Gregg has published a convenient volume on 
When, Where, and How to catch Fish on the East Coast of Florida. 
The greater part of the book is devoted to a systematic account 
of the game fishes of the east coast of Florida, with numerous 
figures taken from government publications. The systematic part 
is arranged from the writings of Jordan and Evermann, which is 
very proper when credit is given, as Mr. Gregg has been careful to 
do. To make popular works of this sort possible is one of the duties 
of the systematise After describing the fishes Mr. Gregg tells in an 
accurate and readable fashion how and when to catch them. 

In the Annals and Magazine of Natural History (Vol. IX, No. 51), 
Dr. G. A. Boulenger discusses the classification of the berycoid fishes. 
He finds that this group differs from the percoids in no important 
respect, and regards the berycoids as merely archaic percoids. The 
chief diagnostic character, the increased number of ventral rays, is 
found in most berycoids. Pempheris, however, differs from Beryx 
almost solely in having the usual number of ventral rays, I, 5, found 
in most spiny-rayed fishes. Zeus and Grammicolepis, perhaps not 
related to Beryx, have also an increased number. Aphredoderus is 
placed among the berycoids by Boulenger. The resemblance of the 
fossil genus Asineops to the Berycidae is also noted, while Erisma- 
topterus is thought to have no near affinity. To the present writer 
Erismatopterus resembles the Percopsidce, having much in common 
with Columbia. Boulenger rightly separates Pempheris from the 
Kurtidse, and he suggests the close relationship of both Pempheris and 
Bathyclupea to Beryx. Stephanoberyx and Malacosarcus he would 
place among the Haplomi. Polymixia he regards as an ally of Beryx, 
and Morocentris as a more distant relative. Hoplostethus he unites 
with Trachichthys, while a new genus, Gephyroberyx, is proposed 
for Trachichthys darwiui. The genus Paratrachichthys with the vent 
advanced is rightly regarded as valid. 23 g^ y 

Twenty New Pocket Mice. — Pocket mice are mice with pockets, 
not mice intended to be kept in the pocket, as the reader may inno- 
cently suppose. Dr. C. H. Merriam (JProc. Biol. Soc. Washington, 
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March 5, 1902) has given us a most important contribution to the 
knowledge of these animals, principally based on the material (some 
800 specimens) collected by Messrs. Nelson and Goldman in Mexico. 
The genus Heteromys takes the place of our common Perognathus 
in the warmer parts of Mexico and in Central America, but comes 
north (as Dr. Merriam's paper shows) into the states of Chihuahua 
and Sonora, and to Brownsville, Texas. However, these more 
northern animals, along with a number of others, represent a type so 
far departing from typical Heteromys that Dr. Merriam segregates 
them under a new generic name, Liomys. The type of the new 
genus is Liomys alleni, — the Heteromys alleni of Coues, 188 1. 

Taking Heteromys and Liomys together, and considering only the 
fauna of America north of Panama, no species were known previous 
to 1868, when Gray described four. In 1874 Peters described one, 
in 1 88 1 Coues one, in 1893 Thomas published four, and two were 
made known by Allen and Chapman in 1897. Thus, in all, twelve 
were known; and to these Dr. Merriam now adds twenty! 

T. D. A. C. 

Osteology of the Flamingoes. — Dr. R. W. Shufeldt 1 describes the 
skeleton of the flamingo {Phanicopterus ruber') with special reference 
to the relations of the flamingoes to the Anseres (ducks, geese, swans) 
on the one hand, and to the Herodiones (ibises, herons, storks) on 
the other. The author compares minutely the flamingo skeleton, 
bone by bone, with the skeletons of representatives of the other 
groups. On the whole, the flamingo skeleton presents a mixture 
of anserine and ibidine characters, together with certain characters 
which are distinctly peculiar to itself. For the most part there is no 
marked predominance of either anserine or ibidine features. In 
furcula, coracoid, and wing skeleton, the anserine characters are in 
excess. The tarso-metatarsus resembles most closely that of an ibis. 

The author concludes that, so far as the skeleton is concerned, 
the flamingoes should constitute an independent group or suborder 
(Odontoglossae, corresponding to Huxley's Amphimorphaj) standing 
between the anserine and pelargo-ibidine forms. „ y. 7 R 

Regeneration in Hydra viridis. — Hydra viridis has been made 
the subject of a series of regenerating and grafting experiments by 

1 Shufeldt, R. W. Osteology of the Flamingoes, Annals of the Carnegie 
Museum, vol. i (1901), pp. 295-324, Pis. IX-XIV. 



